Protecting Your Profits
Google’s decision to enter the navigation market by announcing the launch of turn-by-turn satellite
navigation software at the end of October must have come as a shock to many in the industry. The
potential impact on this market is huge as the software will be supplied for free.

This illustrates the danger of the leviathan corporation to all but the very largest concerns. They
have the clout and resources to enter a market with their own business model that blows the
smaller guys out of the water. The impact upon your sales, revenue and ultimately jobs is clear.

Here we look at why patent protection is not just preferable in many technical fields, but essential
to protect your company from the threat posed by very large corporations, as well as to provide
you with options for business development and growth.
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The ability to defend your market share is
therefore essential, but only one example of
where patents are of use to a company.
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Protecting Your Profits
By Ross Kay
 Laudens 2009

A patent can be ascribed a value and this
can be of particular use when you are trying
to find capital or a business partner. Indeed,
some investors look for a strong patent
position to offset the risk that they are taking
by investing in a technology, particularly
when the company developing it has not yet
gone to market.
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who view the existence of the patent as

there are other reasons that you may want

providing a degree of protection to the

to have a patent. If you ever decide to sell

business being purchased.

the business or a business unit, the fact that
you have patents covering at least key
technology is attractive to potential buyers

Taking all of this into account, the use of patents to protect your market and your business is
essential for many technical areas. Also, the financial benefits that patents bring to the table are
worth bearing in mind when deciding whether or not to apply for patent protection in relation to a
piece of technology.

If you would like to find out more about what can be done to protect your future profits using
Patent Law in the UK and overseas, Ross Kay can be reached at ross.kay@laudens.com or on 0207
830 9619.

Ross Kay is a UK and European Patent Attorney and a European Trade Mark and Design Attorney
with experience in the field of telematics. He has worked both in private practice and in industry
for such companies as Motorola and Siemens.
Disclaimer: This article is written for general guidance only. Professional advice should be sought
before taking any action.
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