Max Headroom – Twelve Suggestions To Save IP costs
In many industry sectors profit margins are under pressure in the economic downturn.

When

considering savings many applicants assume that the patent process is a linear path from which
they cannot deviate.

However, possibilities exist to take advantage of patent systems and

legislation in order to reduce expenditure by making careful strategic decisions in relation to the
processing of applications by patent offices. Whilst operational aspects of a business are usually
the first to be targeted to achieve savings, there are aspects of intellectual property protection that
are desirable but not essential, and so why should intellectual property be sacred when it comes to
looking for ways to save money?

In this short article we look at 12 top tips to help companies that actively apply for intellectual
property protection, particularly patents. However, some of the suggestions can be extended to
other areas, e.g. trade marks.
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case, a deferral for a relatively modest
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As can be seen, there are many measures that can be used to reduce and/or defer costs in order
to protect profits during challenging times whilst ensuring your technology is protected as much as
possible.

If you would like to find out more about what can be done to make cost savings in
respect of your patent portfolio, Ross Kay can be reached at ross.kay@laudens.com or
on 0207 830 9619.

Ross Kay is a UK and European Patent Attorney and a European Trade Mark and Design
Attorney. He has worked both in private practice and in industry for such companies as Motorola
and Siemens.
Disclaimer: This article is written for general guidance only. Professional advice should be
sought before taking any action.
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